Fall Semester Schedule 2021
All classes will be held on Mondays from 3-5PM. Manton children are
free to attend, children from outlying areas there is a small materials
fee of $5 per class, sliding scale for families is provided after
registering.
Block 1: Chemistry Fun! 8/30, 9/13, 9/20, 9/27
Leader: Jen Arens; Jen comes to us from years of experience running
youth enrichment courses in San Francisco. Her classes are aimed at Next
Generation Science topics by providing hands-on activities.

8/30 - Shiny Pennies
Have you ever wondered why some
pennies are shiny and some are dull? It’s
not just dependent on how old the pennies
are. Chemical reactions are responsible
for the change in a penny’s appearance
over time because pennies are made of
copper. When copper is exposed to
oxygen it will corrode (turn brown) because of chemical reactions. The brown coating is
called patina. Copper is made up of pure copper atoms but when the copper meets
with other atoms in the air to create copper oxide molecules which protects the metal
underneath. Students place brown pennies into different substances to see if they can
use a chemical reaction to make pennies lose their patina and shine brightly once
again.

9/13 - Water Density
Density can be a tough concept to grasp. Every object is
made up of atoms. A group of atoms bonded together is
a molecule. Density is how close together the molecules,
or mass of a substance are. In other words, density
refers to how much mass there is in a particular space.
Imagine a drawer full of socks. It has a certain density. If
you take a sock out, the density of the drawer changes.
This is because the mass of the socks has changed, but
the volume of the drawer has stayed the same. Students
will test different types of water to see how the density of
objects will help items float.
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9/20 - Slime
Why is it so hard to get out of quicksand? Is it a solid? Is
it a liquid? Can it be both?
Other, more familiar substances change states (from
solids to liquids to gases) when we change the
temperature, such as freezing water into ice or boiling it
away into steam. In this activity, students will make a
substance that is similar to quicksand—but much more
fun. Play around with it and find out how it acts differently
from a normal liquid and a normal solid.

9/27 - Mentos
Experiment
Let’s face it, explosions are cool
but most people never consider
how the explosions happen. Did
you know that almost every
explosion has something to do with
chemical reactions? In fact, there
are chemical reactions all around
us. When we wash our hands;
soap and water create a chemical reaction to help us clean up. The plants that we grow
and the trees that make up our valley are healthy because of a chemical reaction known
as photosynthesis. Chemical reactions are what help make our cars move, our bodies
to digest food, and allow us to bake yummy cookies. Students will learn about chemical
reactions first hand with the classic coke & mentos experiment.

Block 2: California Gold! 10/4 & 10/11
Leader: Marlo Meyer; Marlo comes to us from CSU Chico, where she has a
MA in Cultural Anthropology. She brings to the program the wonder and joy
of learning about the Northstate’s history. The course California Gold! will
take children into our local museum, where we will learn about our past
through various museum activities. Week one we will explore the museum,
and find a part that intrigues us to learn more. Each child will choose a
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topic and during week two, we will build dioramas and present them to the
class.
Block 3: Mask Fun! 10/18 & 10/25
Leaders: Kalan Redwood & Liz Merry; Kalan comes to us from her farm
Redwood Seeds and brings her extensive experience leading youth groups
through the wilderness. Kalan will work with the children to create plaster
masks of their own faces, just in time for Halloween.
Liz brings her joy of the arts to each lesson. She will provide the essentials
to beautiful, or create ghoulish decorations on the plaster masks. There will
also be other type of masks available to decorate.

Block 4: Meet the Masters Art Curriculum 11/1, 11/8, 11/15 & 11/29
Leaders; Catherine Mancino & Marlo Meyer; Catherine brings her love of
art and her 30 years of experiences as a K-8 teacher to this currciulum.
Children will learn about the great masters and create works of art to be
framed.

Block 5:
Clay Basics: Pottery 12/6, 12/13, 12/20
Leaders: Char Pias, Marlo Meyer & Kalan Redwood
Children will discover the joy of working with their hands and building
pottery bowls, or plates. Class one will talk about clay, how to work with it,
look at ideas, and build our creations. Class two, we will glaze our
creations. Class three, we will see the finished product and wrap them up
for Christmas presents.
END OF FALL SEMESTER

